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Questionnaires for the Croatian Language Atlas and the Golden Formula of 

the Croatian language ča-kaj-što – Dialect of Makarska coast  

 

Croatian local speeches were researched for multilingual atlases: the General Slavic Linguistic Atlas (28 

reference points), the European Linguistic Atlas – Atlas linguarum Europae and the Central-South Slavic 

Dialectological Atlas (called the Croatian-Serbian Dialectological Atlas, organized by the InterAcademy 

Committee on Dialectology (with representatives of JAZU, now HAZU) (236 reference points). In 1996 

the Institute of Croatian Language and Linguistics started the project Croatian Linguistic Atlas (HJA), 

for which a network of 399 reference points of Croatian speeches were planned (101 čakavian, 110 

kajkavian, 188 štokavian). It was created when separated from the Croatian-Serbian Dialectological 

Atlas. Local speeches are changing increasingly, they disappear with the deaths of the last speakers 

and it is „last minute“ to investigate the total Croatian linguistic treasure according to a unique 

questionnaire. Research for the Croatian Linguistic Atlas is carried out on the basis of the 

questionnaire, which is digitized for the purpose of the HRZZ project „Makarska Littoral  Speeches – 

diachrony and synchrony“, and the material collected in it becomes searchable according to 

phonological, accental, morphological, lexical and semantic criteria. The paper Questionnaires for the 

Croatian Language Atlas and the Golden Formula of the Croatian language ča-kaj-što shows how much 

the fundamental determinants of the Golden Formula are confirmed in dialect of Makarska coast. They 

are best seen at the lexical level. The paper proves that Croatian local speeches keep the continuous 

thread of the development of the Croatian language from its earliest affirmation. 
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